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THE BOOK OF 
SOOTHSAYING AND 

SUPERSTITIONS 

Chapter 21. Regarding 
Fortunetellers 

3904. It was narrated from AbU 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah 	said: "Whoever goes to a 
fortuneteller" - MUsã (one of the 
narrators) said in his Hadith: "and 
believes what he says," - Then the 
two reports concur: "or has 
intercourse with a woman" - 
Musad-dad (one of the narrators) 
said: "his wife" - "when she is 
menstruating, or has intercourse 
with a woman" - Musad-dad said: 
"his wife" - "in her back passage, 
has nothing to do with that which 
was revealed to Muhammad ." 
(Hasan) 
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Comments: 

Going to soothsayers, astrologists, fortunetellers, and so called experts of 
palmistry, and all those who claim to know the future or unseen is unlawful. 
The other acts mentioned in this narration are prohibited as is well known. 

Chapter 22. Regarding 
Astrology 	

( Zi) 

3905. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbãs said: "The Prophet 	said: 
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'Whoever learns anything about 
astrology, he learns a branch of 
magic; the more he learns (of the 
former) the more he learns (of the 
latter)." (Hasan) 
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Comments: 	 - 	 - 

Astrology refers to the knowledge by which one predicts the future based 
upon astrological positioning. 

3906. It was narrated from Zaid 
bin Khãlid Al-Juhani that he said: 
"The Messenger of Allah 	led us 
in praying Sub (FaIr) at Al- 

udaibiyah, after it had rained at 
night. When he finished, he turned 
to the people and said: 'Do you 
know what your Lord said?' They 
said: 'Allah and His Messenger 
know best.' He said: 'He said: 
"This morning some of My slaves 
believe in Me and some disbelieve. 
As for the one who said, 'We got 
rain by the bounty and mercy of 
Allah,' he is a believer in Me and a 
disbeliever in the stars. But as for 
the one who said, 'We got rain by 
virtue of such and such a star, he is 
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in tne stars." (Saluft) 
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Believing that stars or planets have some control over the outcome of one's 
life is Shirk. Every event, incident and happening, takes place according to the 
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Will of Allah; stars and planetary bodies have no influence upon that. 

Chapter 23. Al-Khatt, And Al-j,j .IaJ  j 	( 
'Iyafah (Being Dissuaded By 	- 
Birds)111 

 

3907. It was narrated from 'Awl 
(who said): "Hayyan narrated to 
us" - someone other than Musad-
dad (one of the narrators) said: 
"Hayyan bin Al-'Ala—  - he said: 
'Qatan bin Qabisah narrated to us, 
from his father, who said: "I heard 
the Messenger of Allah gl say: 'Al-
'Iyafah, omens, and Tarq are from 
A1-Jibt.' 21  A-Tarq is being 
dissuaded, and Al-'Iyafah is Al-
Khatt." (Da'iJ) 
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Comments: 
The superstition of divining a good or bad sign from the flights and sounds of 
birds is prohibited, and it is a kind of Shirk. Such things have no basis in 
Divine Law. 

3908. It was narrated from 'Awl, 
who said: "Al-'Iyafah, is being 
dissuaded by (bird) omens, and 
Tarq refers to the lines that are 
drawn in the ground." (aziz) 

3909.1t was narrated that 
Mu'awiyah bin Al-Hakam As-
SulamI said: "I said: '0 Messenger 
of Allah, there are among us men 
who seek divination by drawing 
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Al-Khatt: The drawing of lines or the like in sand for the purpose of making decisions. It 
is also called At-Tarq, or 'Jim ar-Rami. It is referred to as "geomancy" in the English 
language. At-Tarq is also used for casting bones or pebbles and reading them. Al- 'Iyafah 
is said to also refer to taking an omen from the behavior, names, and songs of birds. 

121 Meaning, sorcery and magic, and it is also used to refer to idols. 
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lines?' He said: 'One of the  
Prophets used to do that; if a  

person's Khat.t is in accordance with 	JLL j, 	! 	JJL 	: 
his, that is fine." 11  (Sahih) 	 - 	- 	- 	 - - 	- 
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Chapter 24. 24. At-Tiyarah 12' :(J) 

3910. It was narrated from 
'Abdullãh bin Mas'Ud that the 
Messenger of Allah 	said: "At- 
Tiyarah is Shirk, At-Tiyarah is 
Shirk," (he said it) three times. All 
or us nave some or mat, but Allan 	Oj.12J I" Li 	 4 	3. 
removes it by means of reliance  
upon Him. (Sahih) 	 " 	
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Comments: 
Some scholars of Hadith think that this statement: "All of us have some of 
that" is not from the Messenger of Allah Q5,, but from Ibn Mas'Ud or one of 
the narrators. 

3911. It was narrated from 
Ma'mar, from Az-Zuhrl, from AbU 
Salamah, from AbU Hurairah who 
said: "The Messenger of Allah ç 
said: 'There is no Adwã, 3' no 

 rill 

L 	: 

:t 

J :jU 7) 	L7 

[1] Regarding the meaning of: "If a person's Khatt is the same as his" An-Nawawi said: "If 
anyone's Khatt is found to be in accordance with that form of Khatt; and the form of it is 
not known, so it is dependant upon what is not possible. It is as if it is a clear prohibition." 

[2] Bad omens, or omens taken from the behaviour of birds. 
[31 Meaning, transmission of infectious disease without the permission of Allah. 
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Tiyarah, 	no 	Safarl i l 	and 	no 
'What  

-- 	-- 	- 	-- 	- 	- 	- 
Hamah.' 2' A Bedouin said: 
about camels that are running j. 	L 	:t 	JU 

IJI 
about in the sand like deer, then a - 	- - 	- 	- 
mangy camel comes to them and  

they all get infected?' 	He 	said:  
'Who infected the first one?" 
Ma'mar (one of the narrators) said: 

- 	-- - - 	- 
3. 	 : 	J 	: 

"Az-Zuhri said: 'A man narrated to  - 	- 	t J 	L)jk IU 

me from Abu Hurairah, that he - 	 - - 	- 
heard the Prophet ii, say: "A sick  
one should not be brought near  :3 
healthy ones. 	He said: The man - 	- 	- 	- 
questioned him and said: "Did you .J 	:Jti 

said: 	is no 	no  
not narrate to us that the Prophet  

'There 	'Adwa, 
Safar and no Hamah?" He said: "I 
did not narrate that to you." Az-  
Zuhri said: 'AbU Salamah said: 
"He did narrate it, and I did not 
hear that AbU Hurairah forgot any 
Hadith except this one." (Sahih) 
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3912. It was narrated from Al- 	5.1 

 

	

'Ala', from his father, from Abu 	 - 	- 

	

Hurairah, who said: "The 	' 	.,-" '- 	+".- 
Messenger of of Allãhsaid: 'There 	i 	AI j 	JG: 
is no 'Adwa, no Hamah, no 
Naw', 31  and no Safar." (Sahih)  

It is said that the month of Safar was regarded as "unlucky" in the Jãhi1iah, and other 
than that, see the explanation of Malik which follows. 

[2] An Arab superstition described variously as: A worm that infests the grave of a murder 
victim until he is avenged; an owl; or the bones of a dead person turned into a bird that 
could fly. 

[3] A star, the appearance of which foretells rain. 
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3913. It was narrated from AbU 
Salib, from AbU Hurairah, that the 
Messenger of Allah 	said: 
"There is no Ghoul."[' ]  (Hasan) 

3914. It was narrated that Malik 
was asked about the saying: "There 
is no Safar." He said: "The people 
of the Jahili)yah would make Safar 
permissible (for war); they would 
regard it as permissible one year 
and regard it as sacred (forbidding 
war) another year. So the Prophet 

said: 'No Safar." 21  (Sahih) 

3915. It was narrated from Anas 
that the Prophet 	said: "There is 
no 'Adwã and no Tiyarah, but I like 
Al-Fa'l (optimism). A1-Fa 'l is a 
good word." (Ijasan) 

3916. Muhammad bin Al-Musaffã 
narrated to us: "Baqiyyah said: 'I 

" A kind of evil jinn living in the desert that could take different forms, misleading people 
from the path and murdering them. Regarding most of these denials, they say the 
meaning is, they have no power of their own, without the permission of Allah, not that 
they do not actually exist, so these are prohibitions of believing in the myths claiming 
powers for these things. 

[2]  Meaning, they used to toy with the months, four of which are sacred, sometimes 
announcing that Safar is not sacred this time, and the next year it is. 
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said to Muhammad bin Rãshid: 
"What does Hamah mean?" He 
said: "During the Jãhiliyyah they 
said that no one died and was 
buried but a bird (Hamah) came 
out of his grave." I said: "What 
does Safar mean?" He said: "We 
heard that the people of the 
Jahiliyyah regarded Safar as 
inauspicious, so the Prophet 
said: 'No War.—  Muhammad said: 
"And we heard someone say that it 
was a pain in the belly, and they 
used to say that it was infectious, 
so he said: 'No Safar." (Sahih) 
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3917. It was narrated from Wuhaib 
bin Suhail, from a man, from Abu 
Hurairah, that the Messenger of 
Allah 	heard a word and liked it, 
and he said: "We have taken your 
Fa'l from your mouth."111  (Hasan) 
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3918. It was narrated from Ibn 
Juraij, from 'Atä', he said: "People 
say that Safar is a pain in the 
belly." I said: "What is Al-
Hamah?" He said: "People say that 
the Hamah that shrieks is the spirit 
of a man, but it is not the spirit of 
a man, rather it is a creature." 
(Sahih) 
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[1] It is as if the meaning is, "your good omen." 
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3919. It was narrated from 'Urwah 
bin 'Amir, - Ahmad 11  said: Al-
Qurashi - said: "At-Tiyarah was 
mentioned in the presence of the 
Prophet , and he said: "The best 
of it is Al-Fa'l, but it should not 
prevent a Muslim from (going 
ahead with his plans). If one of you 
sees something that he dislikes, let 
him say: 'Allahumma! La ya'ti bil-
hasanãti illã anta wa lã yadfa 'us-
sa)y'ãti illã anta, wa la zawla wa la 
quwwata illã bika (0 Allah, no one 
brings good things but You, and no 
one wards off bad things but You, 
and there is no power and no 
strength except in You)." (Da'iJ) 
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3920. It was narrated from 
'Abdullãh bin Buraidah, from his 
father, that the Prophet j  was not 
superstitious about anything. When 
he sent an agent, he would ask 
about his name. If he liked his 
name he would be happy and that 
cheerfulness could be seen on his 
face. If he disliked his name, that 
dislike could be seen on his face. 
When he entered a town he would 
ask about its name, and if he liked 
its name he would be happy and 
that cheerfulness could be seen on 
his face, and if he disliked its 
name, that dislike could be seen on 
his face. (Da'ij) 
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" That is Ahmad bin Hanbal, and the author heard this from him as well as Ibn Abi 
Shaibah, meaning Ahmad mentioned this in his name when narrating it. 



3921. It was narrated from Sa'd 
bin Malik that the Messenger of 
Allah 	used to say: "There is 
Hamah, no 'Adwa, and no Tiyarah. 
If there is an omen in anything, it 
is in a horse, a woman or a 
dwelling." (I!asan) 
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Names of cities, towns and people should have good meanings. 

Comments: 
Meaning, these three may be changed if one sees something bad in them. 

3922. It was narrated from 
'Abdullãh bin 'Umar that the 
Messenger of Allah 	said: "An 
omen is in a dwelling, a woman or 
a horse." (Sahih) 
Abu Däwud said: It was read 
before Al-Harith bin MiskIn when I 
was present. It was said to him: 
"Ibn Al-Qasim informed you: 
'Mãlik was asked about omens in 
horses and dwellings, he said: 
"How many houses were inhabited 
by people who perished, then they 
were inhabited by other people 
who also perished." This is the 
explanation of that, as far as we 
can tell. 
Abu Dãwud said: 'Umar, may Allah 
be pleased with him, said: "A mat 
in a house is better than a woman 
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who does not bear children." 
(Sahih) 
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3923. Yaya bin 'Abdullãh bin 
BahIr said: Someone who heard 
told me, that Farwah bin Musaik 
said: I said: "0 Messenger of 
Allah, we have some land that is 
called the land of Abyan, and it is 
the land where we have our fields 
and grow our crops, but it is 
unhealthy," or he said: "very 
unhealthy." The Prophet 	said: 
"Leave it, for death comes from 
being in a land that is disease-
ridden." (Da'ij) 
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3924. It was narrated that Anas 
bin Malik said: "A man said: '0 
Messenger of Allah, we lived in a 
house where our numbers were 
many and our wealth was great, 
then we moved to another house 
where our numbers became few 
and our wealth decreased.' The 
Messenger of Allah 40, said: 'Leave 
it, for it is bad." (Da'J) 
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3925. It was narrated from Jãbir 
that the Messenger of Allah 
took the hand of a leper and 
placed it in the dish with him and 
said: "Eat, depending on Allah and 
relying upon Him." (Da'f) 3~ 1 
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The End of the Book of Soothsaying and Superstitions 
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